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A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, June 8, 2022, 
opening at 7:36 p.m. Mayor Clarke presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:   Segal. Zubrzycki, Clarke, Cowper 
     Absent:    Salemi 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Attorney Schultz, and Clerk Dryden 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Mayor Clarke asked Council to not take action on the noise ordinance as Councilmember Salemi 
is absent and would like to participate in the conversation. 
 
 Moved by Segal, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the City Council Agenda for June 8, 
2022, as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Cowper, to approve the following items on the consent 
agenda as submitted. 
 

A. May 11, 2022, Public Hearing & Regular Meeting, and May 24, 2022, Study Session 
B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12205-12206, DD4601-4625, EFT1677-

1683; and A/P check #’s 51860-51890 , EFT & ACH 2658-2674; TOTALING: 
$306,283.60. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works and Police Reports for May 2022.  
  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
          
COMMITTEE REPORTS    

      
There were no reports. 
 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public.  
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There were 57 people in the audience.  
        
Mary Bauman asked for some information on the seawall. How the decision was made for the 
type of material use, what we had before and now, what is the process and why is it taking so 
long? 
 
John Powers resident and member of the OCBC stated Mayor Clarke has spoken on building 
back trust with the OCBC and he agrees. Because of a small voice of a small minority of 
residents City Council is proposing a change to our current noise ordinance. He recalled the first 
study session discussion of why they are changing this with Clarke saying, “frankly it is because 
of the OCBC,” which then led to should they rezone the OCBC. This can only be looked at as 
punitive. Zero complaints were received in 2021 regarding the OCBC and zero noise violations 
were issued from the police in 2021. A suggested drop-dead time was proposed for 8 or 8:30 
p.m. Sunset tonight is 9:10 and he feels 8:30 is too early to respectfully enjoy outdoor music. He 
did his own research on what other communities allow most are 9 p.m., some 10 p.m. and one 
was 8 p.m. He asked council to not make a knee jerk decision. He feels the majority of the 
complaints are for the Community Center not OCBC. 
 
Helen Jane Peters reviewed in April she held a history presentation “The Sylvan Story” with 55 
people in attendance. Next Thursday June  16th is Chapter 2 which will cover Detroit Free Press 
Fresh Air Camp and the pewabic tile on the fireplace.  
 
Brian Etter would like city council to revise the dock policy to allow the number of powerboats 
to whatever is attainable for the space you have. Currently the policy only allows 2 power boats. 
 
          
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
        
Martin welcomed everybody and stated it’s always nice to see so many people here. He reported 
there is still a lot going on. There isn’t much to add since last month, as we continue to work on 
all of those projects. Unfortunately, getting some of the contractors out to continue and complete 
projects, is not as quick as we’d like.  
 
Martin addressed the seawall questions. The city is using JZ Contracting, the same contractor 
that the city has used for the last three or four sections of seawall that have been replace. They 
had a couple of mechanical issues, but they’re back at it and expect to be done by the end of the 
month. They are using the same vinyl product as in 2015, which doesn’t rust and will last a long 
time. The installation is going slower than expected; it was supposed to be completed mid-June. 
 
The Planning Commission met last night, and they had two agenda items. One is the ordinance 
amendment for farm animals that is on the agenda tonight, and the other was a motion requesting 
City Council authorize City staff to distribute the final working draft of the Master Plan to the 
surrounding communities and other agencies as required by State Law. Once that is done and the 
required review time is past, there will a public hearing on the document. Planning Commission 
will conduct a final review, make any changes based on the input they receive and approve the 
Plan. If it all goes well, the Public Hearing should take place in September.  
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As mentioned last month, there are so many events scheduled for this summer that he won’t be 
able to remember them all to comment, which is a great problem to have. It was great that our 
annual Memorial Day parade was back this year. A big thank you to Jim Smith and Kathy 
Robbins for heading up their portions of day. There are many others that contributed greatly, but 
he didn’t try to name them all. Just thank you for a lovely parade and ceremony as we remember 
those that gave their time and those that gave their lives for the freedoms we enjoy. We continue 
to have several events planned with food trucks, music, talks and games. Wednesday game night 
and yoga are going great, and the game night has added outdoor activities. Again, these types of 
events are what make Sylvan Lake unique and get residents to become friends.  
 
Martin shared he is very surprised this hasn’t come up during public comment. He asked what 
happened in February 1947? Helen Jane Peters stated we became a city. Martin stated last year 
we had a wonderful 100-year celebration to remember Sylvan Lake becoming a village. This 
year, we celebrate the 75th anniversary of Sylvan Lake becoming a City. The shirt he is wearing 
tonight is from the 50th anniversary celebration that we held 25 years ago. He thinks it’s kind of 
cool that he has been working for the City for a little more than half of the time it has been a 
City. July 1 will be his 38th anniversary of full-time employment here. Everybody needs to 
remember how special it was those first years when you moved in as we often forget. It still is 
one of the most unique City’s he knows. He thanked everyone for getting involved. 
   
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Segal expressed it is nice to see everyone. She thanked Jim Smith and Kathy Robbins for a great 
job on the parade and ceremony. The event was well attended. 
 
Cowper echoed the parade comments. He announced there is an election in November and 
residents can get a petition to get on the ballot to run for city council. He hopes everyone will 
consider that. 
 
Zubrzycki thanked everyone for coming. He added there are 3 terms up for city council, his, 
Clarke, and Salemi. Zubrzycki acknowledged Martin wasn’t feeling well on Memorial Day. His 
presence was felt, and his voice was missed. He thanked him for coming. Zubrzycki thanked 
Dryden for coordinating the gifts for the veterans.  
 
Clarke thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and he is looking forward to their comments. 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS     
        
a. Appointment to the Tri-City Fire Board  A2-005-22 

 
Mayor Clarke appointed Pat Holihan to the Tri-City Fire Board for a 2-year term, ending June 
30, 2024. 
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 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Cowper, to confirm the Mayor’s appointment of Pat 
Holihan to the Tri-City Fire Board for a 2-year term. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
       MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
b.  Budget Amendments for Fiscal Year 2021/2022  

       B-007-22 F-003-22 
Martin explained budget amendments are done as needed throughout the year. We generally wait 
until June for some amendments to see exactly where we are in the budget as we approach the 
year end. 
 
Scott Baumgartner asked if an amendment should be made for increasing fuel prices. Martin 
responded we did incorporate that for next year’s budget, but it may need an amendment next 
year with the way things are moving. 
 
 Moved by Segal, seconded by Cowper, to approve the budget amendments for fiscal year 
2021/22 as presented. 
 
 Yes:  Zubrzycki, Clarke, Cowper, Segal 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
c. Ordinance Amending Chapter 30, Article V, Noise O-008-22  
 

Mayor Clarke explained in general they are discussing residential noise. The current noise 
ordinance doesn’t allow for amplification of music which measurers five decibels or more above 
ambient levels on adjacent properties. It must under 55 decibels after 7 p.m. The draft ordinance 
they are discussing tonight would expand permitted sound to allow amplified music between 7 
a.m. and 9:30 p.m. This does not effect “community events” as they are city events and are 
exempt from this ordinance. This also does not affect private rentals at the Community Center 
because that is addressed in the rental agreement. Martin clarified community events are city 
wide events at the Community Center or in someone’s yard. There is an application that must be 
filled out and approved. The Oakland County Boat Club is an entity in a residential district. 
Community Center rentals are handled through the policy. If City Council wants to make the 
policy more or less restrictive they can do that.  
 
Cowper shared all the city ordinances are online. He made clear, no one on City Council has ever 
discussed not allowing outdoor music. This is being addressed because some residents were 
concerned with the level of noise. The OCBC falls under the residential rule. There has been 
discussion should the OCBC be under a separate set of rules for them. Frequencies and duration 
are a concern, but that hasn’t been discussed with City Council yet.  
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Zubrzycki shared conversations he has had with other residents. They ask why OCBC is allowed 
to play outdoor music. Zubrzycki informed them residents are allowed too. The ordinance hasn’t 
really been enforced in the past. As City Council they have to ask themselves “how does it 
impact the whole community?” They want to write a good ordinance that allows peaceful 
enjoyment, protects the health, safety, and welfare of all residents, not just a select few. Cowper 
added to that saying the City Attorney Schultz knows what the law is and how it can or can’t be 
enforced. He provides what other cities allow and what State Statue says.  
 
Segal feels music has brought this community together. She doesn’t know of anyone who wants 
to pull the plug on music. Some live closer to the Community Center and have concerns with the 
volume and how late the music goes. Council needs to respect all opinions from residents. They 
are only trying to set parameters for how long and loud music should be. 
 
Mayor Clarke read some additions and deletions to the ordinance. Attorney Schultz explained 
Sylvan Lake has a very generic noise ordinance currently. It wasn’t clear if it was being 
enforced. There were a lot of things that were happening over the last couple of years that 
weren’t happening before. He was asked to look at the ordinance along with the standard of 
plainly audible, which is a more objective standard. He cleaned up some things in the ordinance 
and looked at what other communities are doing. Schultz explained the plainly audible is a third 
test for sound. Is the sound plainly audible from a 100 feet away from the property line of the 
source of the sound.  
 
Cowper reminded everyone Sylvan Lake is a bedroom community and they are trying to set a 
standard to go with that. 
 
Clarke read the maximum decibel level chart which he would like to remove. He feels it creates 
an unrealistic understanding. Segal agreed it is confusing, but the time would be extended to 9:30 
using the draft ordinance. She agreed plainly audible is easier to understand. Cowper is ok with 
the chart because a lot of things overlay it to alter it. It is a guideline. He also agreed plainly 
audible is easiest to understand. Zubrzycki agreed with both views but feels it still is good to 
have the decibel chart included. Schultz explained a sound meter would be used along with this 
chart for something like DTE and the third shift working in Industrial, or some operation being 
conducted in a residential area. It is a failsafe. Clarke suggested adjusting the chart to only 
include commercial and industrial. Schultz added there is another section added that the code 
enforcement and police will use that say auditory senses as a main way to decide if there is a 
violation.  
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public for comment.  
 
Barry Major noted sounds carries on water. He asked for an explanation of the 100’ for the 
OCBC. 
 
Scott Baumgartner stated the noise ordinance is difficult to understand and it not getting enforced 
is a red flag that needs to be discussed. He feels in being transparent the draft ordinance should 
be provided to the residents to see. He feels the Community Center is more the issue and that 



City of Sylvan Lake 
Regular City Council Meeting 

June 8, 2022 

 6 
 

policy should be addressed. Lastly he stated Sylvan Lake’s ordinance shouldn’t be more 
restrictive than the surrounding communities.  
 
Teri Etter asked council to look at the Community Center rental agreement. She stated 
Community events are ok to amplify music outdoor, but a rental is not allowed. She would like 
to see guidelines allowing outdoor amplification of music to a certain hour allowed. Allowing 
the same privilege as events. 
 
Jan Hays suggested setting allowable times for outdoor amplification of music from Memorial 
Day to Labor Day and limiting the time to X during the week and Y for the weekends. This 
should apply to events and Community Center rentals. She agreed sound does carry across the 
water. She feels this ordinance is going to hurt businesses too with outdoor seating. She feels 
there will always be the terrible neighbor who complains about everything. Cowper replied, they 
are just trying to find middle ground to make everyone happy. What is reasonable for the 
majority, and it has to be enforceable too. 
 
Jan Mafrice feels if it isn’t dark out music should be allowed. She suggested 10 p.m. week days 
and 11 p.m. weekends to enjoy sunsets. 
 
Drew Sygit asked why this can’t be put on the ballot along with options for residents to vote on. 
He asked who decided and why the community center restriction are in the lease? Why should 
city council decide this? Martin explained the Community Center is owned by the city. It is 
rented every weekend and the city does get a lot of complaints from residents about the music. 
The city does have to control it. The city does have the right to control what we own. People 
don’t follow rules as it is. Attorney Schultz added the enforcement of sound for the Community 
Center is under the rental policy and easy to understand. He further explained you can’t put an 
advisory question on the ballot in Michigan. 
 
Midge Davidson stated she lives in between the OCBC and the Community Center. It was her 
choice to build there. She feels people can go inside if they don’t like the music. She feels the 
police will deal with who they need to. 
 
Ziz shared he can clearly hear music from the OCBC and Community Center where he lives on 
Garland, which is more than 100’ away. He hopes Council will reconsider this more because 
there is miscommunication through residents with emails and through what City Council is 
saying. He feels a nine-page document should be narrowed down and this ordinance needs to be 
discussed more. 
 
Barry Major feels transparency is needed. Residents should be invited to come to meetings. 
Cowper replied all the agendas are on the website along with detailed minutes. Residents need to 
stay in touch. This is the fourth meeting they have had discussing this ordinance amendment. 
The tone here tonight is that the group wants outdoor amplification of music, but they have to 
listen also, to those who don’t want to hear it. 
 
Pete Peters sings with a Barber Shop Quartet and rents the Community Center. He stated once it 
gets dark they sing inside. 
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Mayor Clarke asked everyone to email their suggestions. Council will continue to discuss the 
amendment at the next study session. 
  
d.  Ordinance 358-2022 Amending Section 78-635, Keeping of Farm Animals O-009-22 
 
Martin explained Planning Commission held a public hearing last night. There were two people 
in the audience. Planning Commission did recommend City Council approving the amendment. 
He further explained this amendment would remove the ability of the Zoning Board of Appeals 
to grant permission to allow farm animals in the city. That means an applicant would be required 
to apply for a use variance instead of a much more common dimensional variance. Approving a 
use variance requires the applicant to prove an unnecessary hardship; prove that the property 
could not be used for the current zoning classification or use. 
 
Patty Harrop felt this is wonderful to do. 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Cowper, to approve Ordinance 358-2022, amending 
section 78-635 of the Sylvan Lake Code removing the reference to the granting of permission by 
the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 
 Yes:  Clarke, Cowper, Segal, Zubrzycki 
 No:   None  
        ORDINANCE ADOPTED 
 
 
e.  Traffic Control Order for 2022 Fireworks R2-006-22    P1-002-22 

 
Moved by Segal, seconded Cowper, to adopt the temporary traffic control order for 2022 

fireworks as presented. 
 
Yes:  Cowper, Segal, Zubrzycki, Clarke 
No:   None 
       MOTION CARRIED 

 
 

 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Cowper, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None       MOTION CARRIED 

 
The meeting adjourned at 9:22 p.m. 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


